Form for Annual Report of National Commissions for 2022

1. Identification

e The Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO
e Chairperson: Mr. Rimantas Zylius

e Secretary-General: Ms. Miglé Masanauskiené

e lietuva@unesco.lt

e WWWw.unesco.lt

2. Summary of activities of your National Commission implemented in 2022*

In 2022, Lithuanian National Commission focused on strengthening the existing and creating new
partnerships, inventing platforms for dialogue between different stakeholders and actively
participating in different UNESCO’s programmes. We established a close cooperation with Artificial
Intelligence Association of Lithuania, the GovTech Lab Lithuania (public sector focused on
encouraging the creation and use of innovative solutions for the government), and strengthened
cooperation with several universities and private sector which joined us in organizing discussion and
promoting the ethics of Al.

The National Committee for the MAB programme was re-established contributing to the sustainable
development.

UNESCO ASPnet in Lithuania was strengthened through the creation of ASPnet working group and
an increased number of events and projects were offered for the schools.

Also, we translated UNESCO documents and publications that are of utmost relevance in the local
context: Recommendation on the Ethics of Artificial Intelligence, Recommendation on Open Science,
Recommendation on Open Educational Resources, publication ‘Getting climate-ready: a guide for
schools on climate action’.

The Commission was involved in the activities of the inter-institutional working group on the
integration of the provisions of the World Heritage Convention into national Law on Immovable
Cultural Heritage Protection, providing proposals and consultations in this area.

In reaction to the war in Ukraine, we partnered with the Ministry of Education in the co-creation of
online video lessons, focusing on mental health of children affected directly and indirectly by war.
Also, we invited the president of “Blue Shield International”, Prof. Peter Stone to visit the Baltic
countries with the purpose to advise the state heritage institutions on threats to cultural heritage and
preparedness in the event of an armed conflict.

Last year we also succeeded in attracting more experts from Lithuania to contribute to the global
priorities: IBC, refinement of Anti-Doping Logic System, 1974 recommendation, Evaluation Body of
Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, International
Code of Ethics for Dealers in Cultural Property of ICPRCP, working group on sites associated with
memories of recent conflicts, etc.

3. One success story*

Please name (maximum 200 words) one example of good practice or successful activity conducted
specifically in 2022, which you believe to be particularly relevant and view as a significant
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contribution to achieving the goals of the Organization and its visibility. This part should be
accompanied by at least one photograph (with photo caption and copyright) illustrating this good
practice or activity. Please avoid, as far as possible, podium shots, group photographs and static
photographs. Concerning technical requirements for photos: resolution min. 300 DPI, 3000 pixels on
the longest side and format: TIFF or JPEG

For the first time, on 19-23 September, 2022 the Commission organized UNESCO WEEK - a cycle of
events the purpose of which was to bring together representatives of different sectors and
organizations, experts both from Lithuania and abroad, and give a common platform for wider
discussions, presentations and consultations on the most topical issues related to UNESCO mandate.
The programme was focused on global challenges related to the climate change impact on heritage,
climate change education, green technologies, Al etchics, inclusiveness, disinformation and
importance of historical memory, etc. During the UNESCO WEEK six discussions, sixteen
interdisciplinary and thematic lectures as well as workshops for persons with disabilities were
organized.

In order to have better outreach and public access to all events, the UNESCO WEEK took place in the
premises of the National Library of Lithuania and had live streaming. The UNESCO WEEK was
accompanied by an interactive exposition displayed at the library and dedicated to all Lithuanian sites,
elements and objects on UNESCO’s lists and registers. This exposition was basis for numerous
educational workshops for school children.

4. Future priorities and possibilities for joint work*

In 2023, the Commission will continue its activities in the project “LIVIND - Creative and living
cultural heritage as a resource for the Northern Dimension region®. All Northern and Baltic countries
in this partnership will hold meetings, publicise and present their pilot projects. Also, the educational
tool “Spinner of Living Heritage” will be introduced to the Lithuanian ASPnet schools aiming at
strengthening the inclusion of children and young people into reflection about intangible cultural
heritage and enabling a shared learning process between students and teachers.

Together with the Ministry of Culture and the National Museum of Lithuania we intend to organize
different activities related to the implementation of the UNESCO 1970 Convention. The programme
will encompass a series of public lectures on prevention, restitution and cooperation as well as special
training for the police, customs border guard service specialists on illegal trade and identification of
cultural properties.

In the beginning of 2023, the Commission co-hosted regional consultation on arts and culture
education for Electoral groups I and Il, and would be interested in taking part in the bureau for the
World Conference or support the creation of the framework in other ways. Also, we are willing to
contribute to joint international activities related to the 70th anniversary of UNESCO ASPnet.

Within national context, capacity building activities would be especially relevant in the fields of
UNESCO Learning Cities (for members of this network) and Sexuality Education (for teachers).

We would also be interested in inviting UNESCO experts to the event related to Open Educational
Resources in the second half of 2023.
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