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1. Identification 

 

• Lithuanian National Commission for UNESCO 

• Chairperson: Mr Rimantas Žylius 

• Secretary-General: Ms Miglė Mašanauskienė    

• lietuva@unesco.lt 

• www.lietuva.lt  
 

2. Summary of activities of your National Commission implemented In 2023* 
 

2023 was marked by the following Lithuanian inscriptions: Modernist Kaunas: Architecture of 
Optimism, 1919-1939 (World  Heritage List) and Sodai Straw Garden Making (Representative 
List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity). 

Many activities were dedicated to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 2003 Convention: 
discussions, conferences, lectures, workshops and interdisciplinary projects including the joint 
initiative undertaken by Lithuanian, Estonian and Ukrainian creators – a mural 
„Nezlamna/Unbreakable” on the wall of a building in the center of Vilnius city 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCXUFhQHsPo).  

Commission successfully implemented activities planned for the international project “LIVIND 
- Creative and living cultural heritage as a resource for the Northern Dimension region“: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVSRrk4INbA. 

The Commission has been actively involved in different stages of drafting the Framework for 
Arts and Culture Education. Together with Spain, we chaired the regional consultation for 
Europe and North America (in cooperation with UNESCO Field Offices).  
 
Mykolas Romeris University submitted an application to establish UNESCO Chair on Artificial 

Intelligence, Emerging Technologies and Innovations for Society which has been positively 

evaluated, it would work in training young professionals, raising public awareness, forecasting 

the innovations in the field and modelling solutions.  

UNESCO ASPnet in Lithuania has been actively operated with various long-standing and 
new initiatives, implemented in cooperation with numerous local partners (the President‘s 
office, the Embassy of USA, coordinators of „Vilnius UNESCO City of Literature“, different 
NGOs) as well as foreign. In partnership with the Social support and integration center 
Bethany, the workshop about homelessness and its representation in media was created and 
implemented. 
  
As an outcome of effective participation of well consolidated national committee in the 

UNESCO MAB program, the application for targeted scientific research on the effect of new 

model wind plants on population of birds in Lithuanian protected territories has been 

elaborated. 

3. One success story* 
 
 
In 2023, the Commission implemented a multipart project dedicated to sensitize the 
UNESCO's 1970 Convention. In cooperation with the Ministry of Culture and the National 
Museum of Lithuania the exhibition Heritage: for Me, for Society, for the State? was organized. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tCXUFhQHsPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVSRrk4INbA


It presented the cases of illegal trafficking aiming to address the society on the illicit import and 
export of cultural goods and the black market for looted relicts. 
A series of public lectures dedicated to the topics of the Convention were leading events to the 
exhibition, explaining the legislative framework and prevention of illegal trade, practices of 
restitution worldwide, regulation on the export of movable cultural heritage and antiques, as 
well as introducing the requirements for use of metal detectors. 
The project was based on the exchange of knowledge and professional capacities for police 
and customs officers and border guards in a workshop Illegal trade of cultural goods. How to 
recognize illegally transported works of art?'' It was conducted by restorers, museologists in 
order to strengthen practical skills to be able to recognize cases of illegal transportation of 
cultural goods, identification of forgeries of fine art works. The participants had an opportunity 
to get closer look at the original works of art and their replicas, visit the restoration center and 
consult the specialists. 
 
 

4. Future priorities and possibilities for joint work*  
 
 
In June 2024, the Commission is committed to co-organize in partnership with UNESCO the 

international conference Towards the recovery of the culture sector of Ukraine to be hosted  

by Lithuania. It will raise awareness about the impact of the war on the culture sector and 

mobilize support to put culture at the centre of reconstruction and recovery plans in Ukraine by 

responding to the needs identified, endorsing the Action Plan for the Protection of Culture in 

Ukraine as a roadmap for donors and partners, and pledging support. It will complement other 

events of the Ukraine Recovery Conference cycle.  

Also, the Commission will contribute to the activities associated with the Lithuania’s mandate 
in the Subsidiary Committee of the UNESCO 1970 Convention on Measures for the Prohibition 
of the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. 
  
The Commission has foreseen its active involvement in the project activities marking the 30th  
anniversary of Vilniaus Historic Centre and the 20th anniversary of the Kernavė archeological 
site inscription on the World Heritage List. 
 
In the field of education, we will be focusing on translating and presenting the Framework on 
Arts and Culture Education, the Recommendation on Education for Peace, Human Rights and 
Sustainable Development, as well as further promoting the UNESCO Recommendation on 
OER through dedicated events. 
 
Together with the U.S. Embassy in Lithuania and the organization “Media4Change“ we 

intend to organize film screenings which explore ethical issues of AI, disinformation, 

misinformation, and the safety of journalists to be followed by discussions with academicians, 

professionals, and other stakeholders. 

Also, the Commission will continue its project The Secrets of Cross-crafting which presents 
the tradition inscribed in the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. 
The meetings with craftsmen will be organized and a film The Secret of the Oak screening (a 
cartoon representing Lithuanian Cross Crafting tradition) together with workshops will be 
arranged, the audience of the project being the ASPnet schools. 
 


